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Technology…: Modernization of the World of Work

Resolution of system of fixed professions

From lifetime employment to lifetime employability

From employed professionals to entrepreneurial 
professionals
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(Lisop 1997)

(Beck, Giddens, Lash 1996)

(Voß, Pongratz 1998)



Lifelong Education

we will jump 10-15 times



A challenging thought experiment...

A school beginner in September 2019...

• ... finishes 2023 primary school

• ... gradutaes from high school in 2031

• ... receives his bachelor degree in 2034 

• ... and his Master in 2036 

• ...starts to work... 



Three Major 
Challenges
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Jeff Warner, CEO of LinkedIn



Shifts in Higher Education 

• Diversity - students come with multiple purposes and 
from multitude of situations with a variety of 
backgrounds

• New credentialing – RPL, accreditation of work-based 
and experiential learning leads to new study patterns

• Shift from knowledge to skills parallels the shift 
from content to process  “learning to learn” 

• Teachers will become facilitators, helping 
learners to become “reflective practitioners.” 

• Traditional distinctions open up “Knowing” and 
“acting”, theory and practice, knowledge and skills



What is the new

Masternarrative 
for the future of higher education?



www.nextskills.org
(Ehlers et al. 2019)



Part I: 
Future Skills
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www.nextskills.org



Nextskills.org
Ehlers 2019



Is Higher Education Ready?

Importance and current higher education support of
ind. development related Future Skills



Is Higher Education Ready?

Importance and current higher education support of
object related Future Skills



Is Higher Education Ready?

Importance and current higher education support of
organistaion related Future Skills



Part II: Future 
Higher Ed







4 Scenarios
Level of Agreement
Time of Adoption



Part III: Future 
of Learning



Future of Learning
Level of Agreement
Time of Adoption
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Thank you for your attention!


